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SAUNDRA SHAPIRO 
OPENED COMPASSIONATE 
BEAUTY IN 2005

PHOTOGRAPHY BOOKSTRUCKER



“ I think that cancer 
is hard enough. 
If we can keep them 
feeling normal 
and not like they 
have to give up a 
whole other part 
of themselves, then 
life will be a little bit 
easier.” 
–  Saundra Shapiro, owner, 

Compassionate Beauty

LIVING WELL

Filling a Need 
Compassionate Beauty is a medical boutique tailored 
for women in cancer treatment  by JULIA WILLIAMS

SAUNDRA SHAPIRO OPENED COMPASSIONATE 
Beauty in 2005 after helping her best 
friend through cervical cancer treatment. 
She remembers vividly how inconvenient 
and overwhelming it was for her friend to 
find basic cancer and chemotherapy treat-
ment-related products in a large depart-
ment store let alone products that helped 
her retain her dignity and sense of self.  
Shapiro lost her friend to the disease, 
but her mission lives on. Shapiro wants 
women to be able to find all their treat-
ment-related products and services in 
one respectul and compassionate place. 
“We want to be everything that a woman 
needs,” she says.

Intimate and spa-like, this medical 
boutique in southwest Calgary has a big 
pink couch, appealing product displays 
and private rooms. The shop sells thera-
peutic bath and beauty products aimed 
at women in chemotherapy, including the 
oncology-specific Lindi Skin line. There’s 

a line of soft bamboo Hopecaps head 
scarves, Hats For You baseball caps with 
hair extensions, and colourful Juzo brand 
lymphedema compression sleeves.

About 70 per cent of Shapiro’s clients 
are dealing with breast cancer (other 
clients have different cancers or condi-
tions causing hair loss, like alopecia), and 
she stocks the shop accordingly. There 
is an extensive mastectomy bra selection 
and breast forms from Amoena, as well 
as swimwear, sleepwear and tops. It also 
carries Coobie, made-in-Canada Trulife, 
and Anita, a speciality German brand.

Toward the back of the shop is a series 
of private rooms with specific functions. 
One is for fitting clients with comfortable 
post-surgical camisoles equipped with 
special pockets for drains. Another room 
is for bra and breast-form fittings, and 
another is a salon-like space where women 
can have custom wig consultations, head 
shaves and ongoing wig maintenance. 
In a spa room, clients receive aesthetic 
treatments including manicures and dry 
pedicures, waxing and microblading. 
There’s even a room used for compression 
fittings as well as oncology massage.

Shapiro says one of the most important 
services Compassionate Beauty provides 
is a sense of team spirit and normalcy 
during a very tough journey. “I want to 
give [my clients] all the pretty things. I 
think that cancer is hard enough,” Shapiro 
says. “If we can keep them feeling normal 
and not like they have to give up a whole 
other part of themselves, then life will be a 
little bit easier.” LEAP

MEDICAL BOUTIQUES 
IN ALBERTA

COMPASSIONATE BEAUTY
26 - 22 Richard Way SW, Calgary 
compassionatebeauty.com

CRIMSON LINGERIE
Specializes in post-mastectomy 
bra fitting with products from 
luxury German lingerie brand Anita. 
1749 - 1632 14 Avenue NW, Calgary   
crimsonlingerie.com

GRACEFULLY YOURS
Carries mastectomy bras, 
swimwear, breast forms and 
therapeutic skin products. 
6242 99 Street, Edmonton 
gracefullyyours.ca

FIT ESSENTIALS
Edmonton’s only Amoena shop, 
with post-surgery camisoles, bras 
and swimwear. 
16506 100 Avenue NW, Edmonton 
fitessentials.ca

VICTORIA’S ATTIC
A lingerie shop with Amoena 
swimwear, bras, loungewear, 
breast forms and post-surgery 
camisoles. 9906 100 Avenue, 
Grande Prairie 
victoriasattic.ca
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